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I Molly McDonald

IV oN 1 MtrMZi mt anpvuam o2 by a ca
B CHAPTER I.

B An Unpleasant Situation.

B When, lato In 1'ay, 1808, Major

B Danlol McDonald. Sixth Infantry, waa

B first assigned to commnnd the now

B threo company post established south.

B west of Fort Dodgo, doslgnod to pro-- B

tect the nowly discovered Cimarron

B trail leading to Santa Fo across tho

B desert, and, purely by courtesy, of-- B

ficlally termod Fort Dovero, ho nat--

urally considered It perfectly Bate to
B Invito his only daughter to Join him
B tbero for her Bummer vacation. In--B

deed at that tlmo, thero was ap- -

pareiitly no valid reason why ho
B should deny himself this pleasure
H Except for certain vnguo rumors re--B

carding uneasiness among tho Sioux

B warriors north of tho Platte, tho varl-- B

ous tribes of tho pli Ins were causing
B no unucual troublo tu military authorl-- B

ties, although, of course, there was

B no time In tho hlstr of that country
B utterly devoid of peril from young

B raiders, usually atdod and abetted by

B outcast whites. Howovor, tho Santa
B Fe routo, by this date, had becomo a
B trail, protected by scat- -

B tcred posts ulong Its cntlro routo, rre--

quently patrolled by troops, and moro--

ly considered dangerous for small par--

tics, south of tho Cimarron, vhero rov-B-

lng Comanches In bad humor might
BBj bo encountered.
B Fully assured as to this by officers

BB met at rort u,Pley- - McDonald, who

BB had never before served west of the
B Mississippi, wrote his daughter n long

B letter, ('escribing In careful dotall the

B routo-Bo- t nn xact dat for nor do'

B parture, and then, catlsflod all was
BBJ wcl1 arranged, set forth with hl

BB small command on tho long march
BB overland. Ho had not seen his dnugh- -

BH tsr for over two years, aa during her
BH vacation tlmo (sho was nttcndlng
BH Sunnycrest school, on tho Hudson),
BH Bho niado her homn with an aunt In
BH Connecticut. This 'ear tho nunt was

B ,n Europo, nof expecting to return un- -

B t!l fall, and tho father had hopefully
HI counted on having the girl with him

B nrain In Kentucky. Then enmo
1 his cut' Ion, unexpected transfer west,

IB and tho final decision to have her Join
M him thrre. Why not? If sho romnln- -

2H cd tho Bomo hlgh-BpIritc- army girl,
' B sho would thorou"' ' enjoy tho un- -

I B usual experlcnco ' a few months of

H real frontier llto, r i tho only hard- -

' Hj ship Involved would bo tho long stugo
I HB r'do from Itlploy. 1 his, howovor, was
I HB altogether pralrlo travel, monotonous

B enouRh surely, but without special
I B danger, and ho could doubtleBB ar- -
I HH rango to meot hor hlmsolf at Kansas
I HB City, or send ono of his officers for

BH that purpose.
HH Thls was tho situation In May, but ,

I HH hy tho middle of Juno conditions had
j HB ereatly changed throughout all tho
! HH troau Plains country. The spirit of

war hnd spread rapidly from

IB the rlatto to the Illo Pecos, and
scarcely a wild trlbo remained" dlsnf-- i

fected. Arapahoe. Choyenno, Pawnoo, ,

I HB Comancho, and Apaeho altko espouBod
j BB the causo of tho Sioux, and their ,,

I HB young warriors, breaking away from
BB "' control of oldor chiefs, beenmo

J HB ugly and warlike Devore, Isolated as
I HB " wnB from tho main routo of travel
I B (tho Santa Fo stQeea still following
I BB tho moro northern troll), heard moro-- j

ly rumors of tho prevailing condition '

I through tarrying hunters, and pobsI--

lly an occasional f.rmy courier, yet
soon realized tho gravity of tho situ-- 1

! allon becauso of tho almost total '

HB cessation of travel by way of tho
Cimarron and tho growing Insolence

i HB of tho surrounding Comanches. Do--- '
tails from tho small garrison were,

B under urgent ordors from headquar-- 1

BB ters at Fort Wallace, kept constantly
BB scouting as far south as tho fork ol
BB the rtetl river, and then west to tha.
BB mountains. Squnds from tho single
BB cavalry company guarded tho fow
BB cnrnans vonturlng still to cross tha

flj Cimarron desert, or boro dispatches
BB to Port Dodgo. Thus tho fow soldiers
BB remaining on duty at tho homo sta-B- B

tlon becamo slowly awaro that this
B outburst of savagery was no longer a
B mero tribal affair. Outrages were ro--B

ported from tho Solomon, 'tho Repub-B-

Mean, the Arkansas valloys. A settle- -

mnt was raided on Smoky Fork;
h stages wero attacked near tho Caches,
H lni rnn V... I. a t

H ambushod In the Ilaton pass, and only
I escaped after desperate fighting. Al- -

I B. tosether the situation appeared ex.
I JK tremcly Borlous and summer promised
I ym war In earnest."B McDonald was rathor slow to np--

H prcclat0 the rea' 'acts. His knowl--
Bh edgo of Indian tactics was exceeding- -

1 B y BraaU' nnd lho uttor lB1atlon of his
I Tost kept him Ignorant. At first heI was convinced that It was raoroly a
B incnl dlsturbanco nnd would ond as
I B tadJen,5r ns begun. Then, whenn ron. zntlon finally oamo, It was al-- I

reany too late to stop tho girl. Sho
9 H VouW be already on her long Journey.

I tt Be could h0 d0? Whttt lmmedlatoIB! c.ouM ho nP tako for horP'o ortlon? Ordinarily ho would not
i B v3V ne5Uatod. bt now a decision
I B B0 eaBl,y raarto- - O' Kb com-- S"" scarcely thirty men remained

moro lnfa""-- guard, to-- 0

WU Mthor with a small squad of cavalry- -

men, retained for courlor sorvlco. Hli
only remaining commissioned oQlcei
at the post was tho partially disabled
cavalry captain, acting temporarily at
adjutant, becauso Incapacitated for
taking tho Qold. He had waited untlf
tho last posslblo moment, trusting
that a shift In cond ttons might bring
back some available! officer. Now ha
had to chooso betwocn his duty aa
commander and as father. Fur the I
delay was Impossible

Devero was a fort merely by cour-
tesy. In reality It consisted only of
a small stockado hastily built of Co-
ttonwood timber, surrounding In partial
protection n half dozen shacks, and
one fairly decent log house. Tho
situation was upon a slight elevation
overlooking tho fori', somo low bluffs,
bare of timber but green with Juno
grass to tho northward, while In ov-cr- y

other direction extended nn In-

terminable sand-deser- t, ever shifting
beneath wind blasts, presenting as
desolate a scono as eyo could witness.
The "yellow flood of the rlvrr, still
swollen by melting mountain snow,
was a hundred feet from tho stockado
gate, and on Us bank stood tho log
cavalry stables. Below, a scant half
mllo nwny, wero tho only trees vlslblo,
a scrnggly grovo of cottonwoods,
while down the faco of tho bluff and
across tho flat ran tho slender rib-

bon of trail. Monotonous, unchang-
ing. It was a desolate plcturo to watch
day after day In tho hot summer.

In the gloom following an early
Bupper tho two officers sat togethor
In tho slnglo room of tbo cabin, a
candlo sputtering on tho tablo behind
them, smoking silently or moodily dis-

cussing tho situation. McDonnld was
florid nnd heavily built, his gray mus-tach- o

hanging heavily ovor a Arm
mouth, whllo tho Cnptaln was of an-

other type, tall, with dark eyes and
hair. Tho latter by chanco opened
tho Important topic.

"Ily tho way, major," ho said care-
lessly, "I guess It Is Just as well you
stopped your daugnter from coming
out to this holo. Lord, but It would
bo nn nwful place for a. woman."

"But I didn't," rUurncd tho other
moodily. "I put it oiT too long."

"Put It off! Guod heavens, man,
didn't you wrlto when you spoke about
doing so? Do you actually mean tho
tlrl Is coming hero?"

McDonald- - groaned.
"That Is exactly what I mean,

Trovers. Damme, I liaNon't thought
of anything elso for n wcok. ,Oh, I
Know now I was an old fool ovon to
conceive of Buch a trip, but when I
wrote hor I had no conception of
what It was going to bo llko out hero.
Thero was not tv rumor of Indian
troublo a month ago, and when tho
tribes did break out it was too lato
for mo to got word back eaBt. Tho
fact Is, I am In tho dovll of a fix-wi- thout

oven an officer whom I can
send to meet hor, or turn her back.
If I should go mysolf it would mean
a court-martial.- "

Travers stared Into tho darkness
through tho open door, sucking at his
plpo.--

"By Oeorgo, you uro In a pickle,"
ho acknowledged slowly. "I supposod
Bho had been headed off long ago.
Haven't hoard you mention tho mat- -

t
I

"Damme, I Haven't Thought of Any-

thing Elso for a Week."

ter slnco we first got hero. Whero

do you supposo4the lass is by now?"

"Near as I can tell sho would leavo

niploy tho 18th."
"Huniph! Then starting tonight, a

good rider might intercept her at
Fort Dodge. Sho would bo In no dan-go- r

traveling alono for that distance.

The regular stages are running yot,

I suppose?"
"Yes; bo far as I know.
"Undor guard?"
"Only from tho Caches to Fort

Union; thero has boon no trouble
ulong tho lowor Arkansas yet, Tho

troops from Dodgo aro scouting tho

country north, and we nro supposed

to keep things cloar of hostlles down

thlir- - way."
"Supposed to yes; but wo cant

patrol flva hundred miles of desert

with a hundred men, most of .then
doughboys. Tho devjls can break)
through nny time they got ready
you know that. At this mlnuto thero.
Isn't a mile of safo country botweon.
Dodgo and Union. If sho was my
daughter"

"You'd do what?" broko In McDon-
ald, Jumping to his foot. "I'd glvo my
life to know what to dol"

"Why, I'd sent sTicbody to meet
her to turn her back If that was pos-
sible. Peyton would look after her
there at Ripley until you could an
rango."

"That's easy enough to say, Trovers,
but toll mo who Is thero to send? Da
you chanco to know an enlisted man
out yonder who would do whom you
would trust to tako caro of a youni
girl alono?"

The captain bent his head on ono
hand, silent for some minutes.

"They nro a tough lot, major; that's
a fact, when you stop to call tho roll.
Thoso recruits wo got nt Leavenworth
wero mostly rough-neck- s sovon of
them in tho gunrd-hous- tonight. Our
best men nro nil out," with a wavo
of his hand to tho nouth. "It's only
tho rift-rof- t wo'vo got left, nt

"You can't go?"
Tho captain rubbed his lame leg

regretfully.
"No; I'd risk it If I could only rldo,

but I couldn't sit n saddle"
"And my duty Is hero; it would cott

mo my commission."
Thero was a long thoughtful sllonco,

both men moodily staring out
through tho door. Away In tho dark-
ness unseen sentinels callod tho hour.
Then Travers droppod ono hand on
tho othor's knee

"Dan," ho sold swiftly, "how about
that follow who camo In with dispatch-
es from Union Just before dark? Ho
looked llko a real man."

"I didn't see him. I was down river
with tho wood-cuttor- s all day."

Travers got up nnd paced tho floor.
"I remember now. What do you

Bay? Lot's havo him In, anyhow. Thoy
never would havo trusted him for that
rldo if ho hadn't boon tho right sort."
Ho strode over to tho door, without
waiting an answer. "Horo, Carter,"
ho called, "do you know whero that
cavalrymnn Is who rodo In from Fort
Union this afternoon?"

A faco appeared In tho glow of
light, and a gloved hand roso to sa-

lute
"Ho's asleep In 'B'b' shack, sir,"

tho orderly replied. "Said he'd been
on tho trail two nights and a day."

"Reckon ho had, and somo riding at
that. Rout him out, will you? Toll him
tho major wants to coo him hero at
once."

Tho man wheeled as If on a pivot,
and disappeared.

"If Carter could only rldo," began
McDonald, but Travers Interrupted
Impatiently.

"If! But wo nil know ho can't.
Worst I evor saw, must havo original-
ly been a Bailor." Ho slowly refilled
his pipo. "Now, boo hero, Dan, It's
jour daughter that's to bo looked af-

ter, and therefore I want you to slzo
this man up for yoursolf. I don't pro-
tend to know anything about him, only
ho looks llko n Boldier, and they must
think woll of him nt Union."

McDonald noddod, but without en-

thusiasm; thon dropped his head Into
his hands. In tho sllenco a coyoto
howled mournfully not far away; then
a shadow appeared on tho log step,
tho light of tbo candlo flashing on a
row of buttons.

"This is tho man, sir," said tho or-

derly, and stood aside to pormtt tho
other to enter.

CHAPTER II..

"Drlck Hamlin.
Tho two officorB looked up with

somo eagerness, McDonald stralghton-ln- g

In his chair, and returning tho
cavalryman's salute Instinctively, bis
oyeB expressing surprise. Ho was a
stralght-llmbo- d follow, slondorly built,
and appearing taller than ho really
was by reason of his erect, soldierly
cnrrlago; thin of wnlst, broad of
chest, dressed in tough sorvlco uni-
form, without Jacket, JUBt as ho had
rolled out of tho saddlo, rough shirt

j opon nt tho throat, patched, discolored
trousers, with broad yollow stripes

' down tho senm, stuck Into sorvlco rid.
lng boots, n rovolvor dangling at his
loft hip, and n soft hat, fadod sadly,
crushod In ono hand.

Tho major saw nil this, yot It was
at tho man's uncovered faco ho gazed
most Intently. Ho looked upon a
countenanco browned by sun and al-

kali, intelligent, sobor, heavily brow-
ed, with oyes of dark gray rathor
deeply set; firm lips, a chin Bomewbat
prominent, and a bioad forehead, tho
light colored hair abovo closely
trimmed; tho cheeks wero darkened
by two days' growth of beard. Mc-- l
Donald unclosed, then clenched his
hand.

"You aro from Fort Union, Captain
Trnve'rs tells mo?"

"Yes, sir," the roply slow, deliber-
ate, ob though tho speaker had no de
sire to wasto words. "I brought
despatches; they wore delivered to'
Captain Travers."

"Yes, I know; but I may requlro
you for other sorvlco. What wero
your ordors?"

"To return at convenience."
"dood. I know nnd do not

think ho would object. What Is your
regiment?"

"Seventh cavalry"
"Oh, yos, Just organized; before

that?"
"Tho Third."
"I seo you aro a non-co- cor-

poral?"
"3orsant, Bir, since my transfer."
"Socond enlistment?"
"No, first In the regularo tho

Seventh was picked from othor com-

mands."
"I undorr.tand. You say first In tha

regulars. Docs that mean you saw I

volunteer service?" t

"Threo years, sir." t

"Ah!" his eyes brightening Instant- - I

ly. "Thon how does It happen you (

failed to try for n commission after
the war? You nppenr to be lntolll- - i

gent, cducatod?" i

Tho sorgeant smiled.
"Unfortunntcly my provlous sorv- -

Ico had ben performed in tho wronc
uniform, sir," liu mild qututly. "I wns
In a Texas roglmont."

Thero was a moment's silence, dur-
ing which Travers smoked, and tho
major seemed to hesitate. Finally
tho latter asked:

"What Is your name, sergeant?"
"Hamltn, sir."
Tho plpo camo out of Travers

mouth, and ho half aroso to his feet.
"By all tho gods!" ho exclaimed.

"That's It I Now l'vo got you placed
you're you'ro 'Brick' Hamltn!"
Tho mnn unconsciously put ono hnnd

to his hair, his eyes laughing.
"Somo of tho boys call mo that

yes," ho confessed opologotlcnlly.
Travers wns on his feet now,

with his plpo.
"Damn I I knew I'd scon your fnco

Bomowhcro. It wns two years ago at
WaBhtta. Say, Dan, this is tho right
man for you; better than any flodgllng

v
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He Was a Straight Limbed Fellow,
Etc

West Pointer. Why, he Is tho same'
lad who brought In Dugan you heard
about that!"

Tho major shook his head.
"Nol Oh, of courso not. Nothing

that goes on out horo ovor drifts cast
of tho Missouri. Lord! Wo might as
woll bo serving a forolgn country.
Well, listen: I wns at Washita thon,
and had tho story first hand. Dugan
was a lloutennnt in 'D Troop, out
with his first Independent command
bcouttng along tho Canadian. lie
know as much about Indians aa a cow
does of music. Ono morning tho
young idiot left camp with only ono
trooper along Hamlin hero and ha
wns a 'rookie,' to follow up what look-
ed llko a fresh trail. Two hours lator
they rodo slap Into n war party, and
tha fracas was on. Dugan got a ball
through tho body at tho first flro that
paralyzed him. Ho was conscious, but
couldn't move. Tho rest was up to
Hamlin. You ought to havo heard
Dugan toll It whon ho got so ho could
speak. Hamlin dragged tho boy down
Into a buffalo wallow, shot 'both
horses, and got behind thom. 'it was
all dono In tho Jork of a lamb's tn.ll.
Thoy had two Honry rifles, and tho
'rooklo' kopt them both hot. Ho got
somo of tho bucks, too, but of course,
wo novor know how many. Thero
wero twenty In tho party, nnd thoy
charged twlco, riding their ponies al-

most to tho edge of tho wallow, but
Hamlin had fourteen shots without re-

loading, and thoy couldn't qulto mako
it. Dugan said there wero nlno dead
ponies within a radium of thirty foot.
Anyhow It was flvo hours boforo 'D'
troop enmo up, and that's what thoy
found whon thoy got thero Dugan
laid out, as good as dead, and Hamlin
shot twlco, nnd only ten cartrldgoa
loft. Hell," ho added disgustedly,
"and you novor oven, heard of It east
of the Missouri."

Thoro was n flush of color on tho
Bcrgcant's chocks, but ho novor mov-

ed.
"Thoro was nothing elso to do but

wfcat I did," ho oxplalnod Bimply. "Any
of tho follows would havo Uono tbo
Bamo if thoy had boon up against It
tho way I was. May I ask," his oyes
first upon one and then tho other in-

quiringly, "what It was you wantod
of me?"

McDonald drew a long breath.
"Certainly, sorgeant, sit down yes,

tako that chair."
Ho described tho sltunllon in a few

words, nnd tho trooper listened qulot-l-y

until ho was done. Travors Inter-
rupted

-

once, his voice emerging from
a cloud of smoke. As tho major con-
cluded,

-

Hamlin asked a question or
two gravoly.

"How old is your daughtor, sir?"
"In her twentieth year."
"Have you n picture of tho young

lady?"
The major crosred ovor to his

coat hanging on tho wall, and
cxtractod a small photograph from nn
lnsldo pocket.

"This was taken u year ago," he
"and wns considered n good

likeness thon."
Hamlin took the can in his hands,

studied tho ftso a moment, and thon
placed it upbn tho tablo.

"You flguro sho ought to loavo Rlp--y

en tho 13th," ho said slowly. "Thon
I shall need to start at onco to mako
Dodgo In tlmo."

"You mejn to go thon? Of courso,
vou ioaIIzo I havo no authority to or
dci j'uu on such private sorvlco."

That's true. Pin a volunteer, but

'11 nsk you for a written order Jtift
ho snmo In caso my troop command-- r

should ovor object, and I'll uood a
resh horso; I rodo mlno pretty hard
joining up here."

"You shall havo tho pick of tho
(tables, sergeant," lntorjootod tho env-xlr- y

captain, knocking tho ashes
rom his plpo. "Anything elso? Havo
fuu had rost enough?"

"Four hours," nnd tho sergeant
stood up again. "All I require will bo
two days' rntlons, nnd a fow moro re-

volver cnrtrldgcs. Tho Boonor 1'n off
tho better."

It ho heard Trnvcrs' attempt nt
conversation as tho two stuinblud to-

gether down tho dark hllll, ho paid
, mall attention. At tho stnblcs, nldod
by n smoky lantern. I o picked out n
tough-lookin- buclt.ia mustang, with
on evil eyo; and, using his own saddlo

nd hrldlo, ho finally led tho
nnlmnl outalde.

"That huckskln'a the devil's own,"
protested Travors, c.uoful to koop to
eiio side.

"I'll tako it out of him boforo morn-Ine- "

was tho roply. "Como on, boyl
a. y i ,v easyl How about tho ra-

ttens, captain?"
"Carter will hnvo them for you at

i ho goto of tho stockado. Do you know
ho trail?"

"Woll enough to follow yes."
McDonnld wns waiting with Cartor,

and tho dim gleam of tho lantoru
his fnce.

"Remember, sorgeant, you nro to
mnko hor turn back if you cnn. Toll
her I v, Ish hor to do bo yes, thin let-

ter will explain everything, but Bho

is a pretty hlgh-splrlte- girl, and may
tako tho bit In her tooth lmanlno
fiho'd rathor bo horo with mo, nnd
oil that. If eho does I supposo you'll
havo to let her havo hor own way
tho Lord knows her mother nlwnys
did. Anyhow you'll stay with hor till
Bhe's snfo."

"I Buro will," roturned tho sorgeant,
gathering up his reins. "Qood-b- to
you."

"Good-b- and good luck." nnd Mc-

Donnld put out hlu hand, which tho
othor took hesitatingly. Tho noxt In-

stant ho wns in tho saddlo, and with n
wild leap tho startlod mustang round-
ed tho edgo of tho bluff, flying Into
tho night.

All had occurred b"o quickly that
Hamlin's mind had not yot fully

Itsolf to nil tho details. Ho
was naturally a man of fow words, de-

ciding on n courso of action qulotly,
yot not apt to dovtato from nny con-- 1

cluolon flnnlly ronched. But ho had
beon hurried, pressed Into this nd-- j

venture, nnd now welcomed nn
portunlty to think It nil out coolly.
At first, for n half milo or moro,
tho plunging buckokln kopt him busy,
bucking viciously, roaring, looping
madly from sldo to nldo, practising
every known oqulno trick to dlslodgo
tho grim rider In tho saddlo. Tho man

'

fought out tho hnttlo silently, Immov
nblo as a rock, nnd apparently as In-- ,

different. Twlco his spurs brought
blood, and onco ho struck tho roaring
head with clonchod list, Tho light of
tho stars rovealed tho faint linos of
tho trail, and ho was contont to pep
mlt bruto to rnco for-

ward, until, finally mastered, tho ani-
mal settled down Into a swift gallop,
but with oars laid back In ugly defi-

ance. Tho rider's gray oyes smiled
plcnsontly ns ho settled moro com-- i

fortably into tho saddlo, poorlng out
from benonth tho stiff brim of hlB
scouting hat; then thoy hardened, andll
tho man eworo Loftly under his
breath.

Tho peculiar naturo of this mission
which I1.0 hnd taken upon himself had
been recalled. Ho waa always doing i

something llko thnt permitting him-tol- f

to becomo Involved In tho affairs
of others. Now why should ho bo
hero, riding alono through tho dark
to prevent this unknown girl from
reaching Dovoro? Sho was nothing
to him oven that gllmpso of hor
pictured faco had not Improssod him)

'greatly; rathor Interesting, to bo1

Buro, but nothing extraordinary; bo--

sides ho was not a woman's man, and,
through years of isolation, ho had
grown to avoid contact with tho box
nnd ho was undor no posslblo obliga-
tion to olthor McDonald or Travors.
Yet horo ho was, fully committed,
drawn Into tho vortex, by a hasty

decision. Ho was tired still
front his swift Journoy across tho
desert from Fort Union, and now
faced anothor threo days' rldo. Then
what? A headstrong girl to bo con-

vinced of danger, and controlled. Tho
longer ho thought about it all, tho
moro IntonBoly dtsagrocablo tho task
appeared, yet tho cloaror did ho ap--1

prcclato Its necessity. Ho chafod at
the knowledgo thnt it had becomo his
work that ho had permlttod himself
to bo onsnarod yot ho dug his spurs
into the mustang and rode stoadlly,
grimly, forward.

The real truth was that Hamlin
comprohondod much moro fully than
did tho mon at Dovore tho danger
menacing travelers along tho main
trail to Santa Fe. News reached Fort
Union much quicker than It did that
Isolated post up on the Cimarron. Ho
knew of the fight la Raton Pass, and
that two stages within ten days had
been attacked, ono soveral miles east
of Bent's Fort. This must moan that
i desperate party of raiders had suc-
ceeded In slipping past thoso scat-
tered army details ucoutlng Into tho
northwost. Whether or not theso
warriors wero In uny considerable
force hi could not Ijtormlno tho re-

ports of tholr depredations wero but
rumors at I'nlon v hen ho loft yet,
whether In lurgo biJy or small, thoy
would havo a clear run In tho Ar-

kansas Valloy befo.- - any troops could
bo gathored together to drive thom
out. Perhaps over now, tho stages
!md been wlthrtrnvn, communication
with Santa Fo abandoned This had
been BpoV.o of as j.osHlblo at Union
tho night ho left, for It was woll

i;r.0Tro that thsro was so cavalry forca H
i?ft nt Dodgo which could bo utilized I 'BBBBBBH

ns guards. Tho wldo mop of tho sur ViaLLLLfl
louudlng region spread out boforo him IBIin memory; he felt Its brooding deso- - nLBBBBBBBBB
lotion, Us awful loneliness. Novor- - ( BBBBBH
Uieless ho must go on perhaps at tho j BBBBBBB
stage station near tho ford of tho BBBBBBB
Arknusns he could lenrn tho truth. BBBBBBB
do ho bent lowor over tho buckskin's j BBBBBBfl
neck and rodo straight through tho iBBBBBBJ

jBBBBBBJ
It wna n waterloss dosort stretching tLyLyLm

between tho Cimarron and tho Arkan- - liBms, consisting of almost a dond lovel I IBBBBBBJ
ct alkali and sand, although toward lVeVeVeVeVel
iho northern oxtromlty tho Band had iBbeon driven by tho ceaBoloss wind I B
into grotesque hummooks. Tho trail, B'cut deep by traders' wagons onrllor iBBBBBBJ
in tho spring, was Btlll onBily trace- - 'j IBBBBBBJ
ab;o for n groator part of tho dlstanco, , H
and Hamlin as yot folt no need of iBBBBBBJ
caution this was a country tho In-- i'Bdlans would nvold. tho only danger ,Hbeing from somo raiding party from wHho south. At early down ho enmo BBBBBBBB
trotting down into tho Arkansas vol- - i iBBBBBB
ley, and gnzod ncroBs nt tho green- - rBncss of tho opposite bonk. Thero, ( iVBplainly In view, wore tho deep ruts .BBBBBH
of tho main trail running closo In iHagainst tho bluff. Ills tired oyes lBcaught no symbol of life olthor up or liVaVaVfl

own tho Btrenm, except a thin Bplral riVBt btuo smoko that slo.vly wound Its I'flupward. Au Instant ho Btnrcd, t BBBBBBB
' cllovlng It to bo tli' flro of como cml IBBBfl
rant's camp; then realized that lit IsiViVl

'ookod upon tho smouldorlng debris of BBBBB
iho utngo station. iBBBBBJ

(To bo B

Can't look well, cttt woll with lm- - BBBBBJ
pmu blood feeding your body. Keep .BBBBBJ

'

tho blood puro with Burdock blood HBHitters. Hat Bimply, tnko oxcrclso, 'llkeep clenu nnd you will havo long life iBBBBBJ
Advertisement. 'B1MMMMM1WMW

j J. F. Schirmeister M
t PAPER HANGING I M
j AND PAINTING M
I 151 S. Main Phone 393W ( jH

I
Telephone 16 oi 16 1 H

FOR I H

PEACOCK fl
KING COAL fl
Thatcher

I Coal Company B
1 We GUARANTEE full H
1 weight and perfeet satis- - 1

, BB
u faction. I BB
I Phone 16 or 76n - M

spec!als i I
i i Ij Lot on 4th North j BBBJ

) street, 3 x9 rods. JB
J Any hind of terms. V BB
! If taken at once $600.00 ! M

j House and Lot 12x13 I ;fl
Three room house I IBB

!rods. in. Must go at J l

$800. ! ;H
I

Terms I

I. SEE j

1 HHtREAL-ESTATE-KA-

I

2 4 So. Main Sf J

W4Mta4iaUBB. BBBB


